Helpful Hints

Your Search Will Take Time – Be Persistent!

· Do not wait until you are about to be evicted to call for help!

· Go to several real estate companies. Many Realtors( rent houses, townhouses, and condominiums. Most will not charge you for their services – but ask first.

· Tell your relatives, neighbors, friends, minister, and co-workers of your housing needs. They may know of places that are renting. Maybe someone will temporarily share his/her home or apartment with you.

· If you have a low or moderate income, apply for the Housing Choice Voucher (formerly Section 8) program and for the Public Housing Program. There are waiting lists for both programs. Call the waiting list hotline at 703-449-9050 or for hearing impaired persons, TTY 703-385-3578, to see which waiting lists are open and accepting new applications.

· Inquire as to your eligibility for the Fairfax County Rental Program. Call 703-246-5000 or TTY 703-385-3578 for information.

· Go in person to apartment complexes and speak to resident managers. Go on your day off or on Saturday. (Call for rental office hours.) You will have more success in person than on the phone.

· If you have a low income or your only source of income is Public Assistance (TANF, General Relief) or Social Security, you may want to try to find someone to co-sign a lease with you. This could be a relative, friend, minister, or church organization you know.

· When you do go in person or have an interview to get an apartment, it is important that you dress neatly and make a good appearance. Try to leave your children with a baby-sitter. First impressions are very important. You may be seen as a more “desirable” tenant if you look and present yourself well.

· Put your name on the waiting lists of complexes that are subsidized. It is a very good idea to be on as many waiting lists as possible. This will increase your chances of obtaining assisted housing.

· If you change your address, call all apartment complexes to give them your new address for their waiting lists. If your name is on any waiting lists at the Fairfax County Dept. of Housing (the Housing Choice Voucher program/Public Housing or Fairfax County Moderate Income Rental Program), inform them of your new address in writing. Be aware that if you move out of Fairfax County, your position on the waiting list may change.

Have you considered homeownership?

The Fairfax County Department of Housing and Community Development offers two homeownership programs for individuals and households with incomes from the mid 20s to approximately $60,000, depending on household size.

Own a beautiful town home or condominium, and enjoy the tax benefits and the satisfaction of being a homeowner. Sales prices range from $65,000 to $120,000.

For further information on homeownership counseling and home purchase opportunities, call 703-246-5087. TTY: 703-385-3578.

